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The flattering marks of approbation that have | 
been often bestowed on the manner and matter of 
articles published in this paper, under the head of 
« Desultory Remarks,” has, perhaps, been among the 
causes thatiled the editor to venture upon So greata 
monopely of the contents of this sheet by the pro- 
duct of his own pen. A spirit of enquiry is going 
forth, and it-is the duty of a free press to assist its 
progress. The present article is too long; but, as 
for several weeks to come, we shall be chiefly filled 
up with documentary matter, there will be time 
enough afforded for such as are disposed to read it. 
It appears to us indispensable to the welfare of the 
United States, that the people should take the con- 
dition of things into their serious consideration, and 
ascertain what is the true policy by which we should 
be governed. 





RerneseNTATION. A few days since we stated 
our repugnance to a proposed amendment of the 
éonstitution of Massachusetts—and are happy to 
gay that that proposition, among others, has been 
indignantly rejected bythe people, Vil desperan- 
dum, 
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Porvtation—1820, The census of Indiana is 
published, and its aggregate population is given at 
147,600—in 1810, 24,520; increase 123,080; at the 
rate of 600 per cent. in 10 years. The population 
of this state has not so rapidly advanced as we anti- 
cipated, but, perhaps, Illinois has had a greater 
increase than was expected—that state having pro- 
bably received many emigrants which we had stop- 
ped, ( dy calculation’ ) in Indiana. 


We also have a statement of the population of 


Delaware, the aggregate is only 72,749, or an in- 
crease of seventy-five persons in ten years! This 
state consists only of 3 counties; and, as the upper 
county, New-Castle, has increased nearly 3,500, the 
others have, of course, decreased nearly in that 
amount—yet the représentation is equal for each 
county! Of the whole population, 12,958 are free 
blacks and 4,509 slaves. 


The amount of the population of Louisiana is 
about 155,000, of whom nearly 70,000 are slaves, 


and about 10,000 free persons of color. In 1810, 
76,5566 
FOREIGN STATE PAPERS AND NEWS. We have felt 


it necessary to a right understanding of events in 
Europe, to insert several highly interesting state 
papers. We lately gave the British circular, and 
the declaration of the intentions of the sovereig:'s 
at Troppau. We now present the Neapolitan ad- 
dress to the English nation, the proclamation of 
the pope, the speech of the king of Spain, and a 
sketch of the constitution proposed for regenerat- 
ed Portugal. The Austrian declaration shall be 
published in our next. All these things should be 
read attentively, by those who wish to understand 
the politics and views of the European sovereigns, 
&c. The Neapolitan address is excellent—lord 
Castlereagh is completely understood, and his je 
Suistical circular is handsomely exposed. The pope 
tha to be much embarrassed. Some parts of 
" king of Spain’s speech is worthy of peculiar 
Von, XX, , 








notice; and the sketch of the Portuguese consti- 

tution will agreeably surprize every true hearted 

American. The Austrian declaration manifests 

something like an alarm at the progress of rea- 

son and march of mind, while it exhibits fhe 

determination of a most foul conspiracy of kings 

to keep the people of Europe in slavery. It- 
brings to recollection the infamous treaty of Pil- 

nitz, and leads us to hope that the parties to it, as to 

the other, may be dashed into pieces, though we 

cannot see by what means so grand an object is to 

be a¢complished. Spain, it seems, has taken a de- 

cisive stand in favor of Naples, and it is said that 

the French soldiery are exceedingly anxious to 

fight under the banners of iéerty. Ir they revolt 

from Louis, all Europe will be at once in a flame. 

Lord Castlereagh has had the impudence in the 

British house of commons, to paliate, if not to jus- 

tify, the invasion of Naples, on amotion of Sir James 
Macintosh for the papers referred to in the late 

circular of the British government. He “contend- 
ed that if England, instead of Naples, was involved 

in these transactions, that house could not call 
upon ministers, acting under a responsibility, to 
|} make disclosures which they might judge injurious 
to the public interests. The conduct of ministers 
would be an after subject for the jealousy of that 
house to discuss. Assuming, for the sake of argu- 
ment, that the allies were wrong, he did not think 
that the country should interpose with a remon- 

strance. It was much to be regretted that the 

troops had been induced to depart from their alle- 
giance tothe crown, and that soldiers had asserted 
their opinions as to the form of government which 
ought to be established. The government of Na- 
ples before the revolution, was of the mildest and 
most conciliatory system.” «The noble lord then 
read some letters, which declared that a more mild 
and paternal government had never been known 
in the kingdom of Naples. His lordship, at the. 
same time, took care to assure the house, that it 
was not intended to draw a comparison between the 
government of Naples and that of England. The 
noble lord proceeded, at considerable length, in 
answer to the observations of the honorable mover, 
and concluded with expressing a hope, that the 
house would negative the motion,” and the motion 
was negatived—125 for 194 against it! We hope 
that the matter will not end here. There is even 
yet too much of a love of liberty in the British peo- 
ple, we think, to bear the ministry out in thus coun- 
tenancing one of the most villainous transactions 
known in the history of nations, not excepting what 
has occurred in regard to France. 

The people of the United States have more at 
stake in this controversy than they imagine. I ve. 
rily believe, that the infernc/ alliance, if they suc. 
ceed in adjusting the affairs of Europe to their 
mind, will take it upon themselves to consider of 
the expediency of regulating our affairs, and of 
proposing that we should adopt a form of govern. 
ment less repugnant to the «clivine rizht of kings!” 
Our free institutions are the bane of their despot- 
isms—the example is continually pointed at to shew 
that men have a natural right to the enjoyment of 
“life, liberty and property,” and “to manage théir 


}own concerns in their own way.” 
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£ Desultory Remarks. 


FROM “FREEDOM’S CHAIR.” 


- There are few men whose minds are totally di- 
vested of superstitious ideas, and even these, if 
properly directed, may render essential benefits to 
the society in which we live, by exciting a just 
pride to do well. The American soldier, going 
into battle, if armed with the sword of Washing- 
ton, would be strongly prompted to behave him- 
sel like a hero, though the sword itself might 
be less calculated to do execution, than others 
‘within his power to possess himself of. If Frank- 
lin’s library and apparatus had been suffered to 
remain as he left them, the simple condition of 
things would almost have inspired one with some 
knowledge of, or, at least, have persuaded a respect 
for the sciences and useful arts. So, when I seat 
myself in «freedom’s chair,” (which I do not use 
every day), a train of reflection passes through my 
mind with the rapidity of lightning, teaching me 
that L am a man, and that no other is a better one 
than myself, unless more virtuous;—and then I look 
at my veins, and ask myself, why the blood that 
fills them should be less noble than if I had been 
begotten by a Bourbon prince instead of an Ame- 
rican carpenter: and sometimes the notion pre- 
sents itself, that it would be a good thing if a skil- 
ful surgeon were to obtain a bowl of the blood of 
“Alexander the deliverer,” and another from the 
arm of one of his most degraded boors—and, after 
reducing them to their first principles, tell us what 
evidence was furnished that the blood of the one, 
who,mounted the throne of his murdered father, 
was more divinely constituted than that of his slave. 
Hf Flook at home, I recollect that Fraunkiin was a 
printer, like myself; and learn that Mr. Wonroe, the 
president of the United States, was the son of a 
bricklayer—so I don’t think there is much in blood, 
and begin to feel what Joyal men may call saucy: 
that is, that I have just as good a right to speak 
my mind, as any other person has—provided al- 
ways, [have something to say, and the people are 
willing to listen to me. 

During what was called the late rebellion in Ire- 
land, a certain justice of the peace made a report 
to the lord lieutenant of the condition of his dis- 
trict, nearly in these terms: «When I wrote last, I 
had a pistol in each hand and a sword in the other, 
because the bleody rebels were so wicked that 
they would not do any thing at all, and so violent, 
that every body was as still as a mouse: but I have 
put away my weapons, and all is peace again, be- 
cause the people were fighting at the last fair, as 
usual.” There was a great deal of meaning in the 
loyal justice’s remark, though he did not express it 
in the happiest manner! ‘lhe fact was, that when 
there was danger in [reland, there were no disputes 
at the market places, no fightings “for fun’ at the 
fairs; but as soon as opposition to government was 
abandoned, the people resorted to their old habits, 
and «for love” knocked one another down, at their 
convivial meetings! 

The state of our country (though with opposite 
wishes for its result), may be compared to that de- 
scribed by the Irish magistrate. I am not conten- 
tious, and hate to dabble in troubled waters—but 
the present apathy is more dangerous to our wel- 
fare than the warmest opposition of honest parties 
can possibly be. Their collisions would elicit truth, 
as the flint compressed by the steel, throws out the 
purest element, It was a favorite principle, a few 
years ago, that an active opposition was essential 
to the purity and preservation of a commonwealth. 


ee 


It is well indeed, that we have ceased to be agitat. 
ed by Evropean aftairs—but the fact is universally 
acknowledged, that the United States are in a 
mournful condition: the government is borrowing 
money without providing means to repay it, and 
the people, very generally, would borrow on the 
same terms, if they could! When we borrow money 
to make money, we may do well, and it is often. 
times expedient; but when we borrow money to 
pay debts, we generally do ill; yet even this may 
be profitable, if we are using money to make other 
money. But the latter case neither applies to the 
government nor the people just now—each are 
borrowing money to consume it, i. e. to meet cur- 
rent expenditures, which manifests a most unpleasant 
state of things. Yet no attempt to effect a change 
is made. If we had been placed in such a predi- 
cament by British orders in council or French 
decrees, bless us! what a clatter should we have 
had! Even as itis, the utmost stretch of ingenuity 
is exerted to find out some relief for it in foreign 
events. Weare gadding about the coffee houses 
to learn the «“news;” forgetting that Franklin saiv, 
“keep thy shop, and thy shop will keep thee;” and 
acting as if we despised home, and were destitute 
of confidence in our own resources. It is true, 
there is at present some prospect that certain of 
the people of Europe are about killing one ano. 
ther, at which many of the “moral and religious” 
folks are-rejoicing. 

Talking about money, puts mein mind of a grea‘ 
big book that I received during the last session ot 
congress—it is almost as large as an octavo bible, 
and has tke following for its title page: 


«Letter from the comptroller of the treasury, 
transmitting a list of balances on the books of the 
second and third auditors of the treasury, which 
have remained due more than three years, prior 
to the 30th September, 1820; a list of the names 
of the persons who have failed to render their 
accounts to the said auditors within the year; and 
a list of advances made prior to the 30th cf 
March, 1819, by the war department, which re- 
mained to be accounted for on the books of the 
third auditor of the treasury, on the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1820.” 


Then comes an explanatory letter from Mr. Hag- 
ner, third auditor of the treasury department, 
through whose office the greater part of these 
claims must pass. From this letter, he appears te 
be both vigilant and competent, and to give a com 
fortable view of what has been accomplished since 
his appointment in 1817—-previous to which, say 
on the 8th of May, 1816, “the outstanding and un- 
settled accounts (of the descriptions now under 1s 
charge, and relating’to the military service), 4 
mounted to more than forty three millions of dol- 
lars, distributed in the hands of several thousand 
persons.” He says that “twenty three letter books 
have been filled with the business of the office— 
that settlements have progressed rapidly, and “re: 
sulted in reducing the outstanding accounts 40 
balances to the amount stated: which amount 15 ad 
ded up at the end of a series of tables, and given 
at only $15,317,880,* as being due “more than thre 
years.” ‘But Mr. Hagner’s explanation labors U2" 
der the common misfortune that attends many 
the documents regarding our money concerns.~ 

a igeeee 

* There is also a table of balances on the we 
of the second auditor, amounting to 40 or 50,00 
dollars, (not added up) and another series of ta 
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bles shewing balances, &c. to the sum of 313,617. 
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Two items are given by which the people are in- 
tended to be advised of the progress that has been 
made in settling the accounts, and collecting their 
money: 43,000,000 are stated as the amount unset- 
tled or outstanding, on the 8th of May, 1816, and 
15,317,880, shewn as the aggregate of such things 
\yhich appeared to be due “more than three years” 
in 1820. Now, out of these items, it appears as 
difficult to draw a conclusion, as to solve the fa- 
mous problem, “if fifty rails make a cart load, how 
many will it take to make a large pile?” No doubt, 
there has beena great reduction of the amount, 
really or apparently due on the books; but why are 
we to presume such a reduction? Mr. Hagner has 
not done justice to himself. I do believe that he 
is industrious, attentive, and honest—and am griev- 
ed at this display of mystifcation. It does not 
«look” well. 

Before I proceed to offer some remarks on these 
accounts, a few words about what I think ought to 
be the unalterable rule of government in giving in- 
formation to the people, may be introduced here. 
3t isnot expected that the administration shall pro- 
claim every thing that is going on—information 
may oftentimes be rightfully withheld for a season, 
though nothing ought to be ultimately concealed, 
which will enable us to judge how a result has been 
produced: but when information is given, it should 
not be commeneed with “it is understood,” or “we 
understand” that such and such is the case. Facts 
should not be left to inference, Proceedings of a 
contrary character, very much lessened the repu- 
tation of preceding administrations. If I was not 
restrained by a sense of private honor, (asI believe 
has betore been remarked), I could relate a story 
about a certain affair of this kind which happened 
at Washington, that would make the thinking 
mourn and the unthinking laugh. When govern- 
ment deems it obligatory or expedient, to commu- 
nicate to the people, or their representatives, in- 
formation on any subject, “the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth” should be told, 
and the facts ought to be given in such a manner 
that every one may understand them for himself. 
The opposite is one among the many bad practices 
that were borrowed from ‘mother Britain,’ wherein 
the most important political maxim is considered to 
be, a misleading or deception of the people. 

The delay attending the settlement of public 
accounts, has long been a subject of general and 
severe complaint—and from this cause we have 
lost uncounted millions. Now we have eighty-six 
heavy tables, folded up like maps of the quarters 


of the world in a geography, giving the names of 


persons, describing their rank or condition, with 
the sums standing charged against each, and a co. 
umn of remarks on the several cases; being, inall, 
petween 2,500 and 3,000 men, (a little army), and 
apparently indebted abeut sixteen millions, and for 
‘more than three years.” It is in the nature of things 
that Many accounts must be opened, and that, from 
‘he lamentable want of organization during the 
fate war, (wherein almost any body was seemingly 
entrusted with a disbursement of the public mo- 
ney), many bad debts should have been -made— 
out why so many accounts should yet remain un- 
closed, and for so longa time—tor three years and 
ipwards, we cannot tell: their value decreases at 
ne rate perhaps of 20 per cent. per annum, by 
deaths, removals, and bankruptcies. There has 
Seen some late happy approaches towards a system 


oy which prompt settlements may be effected, and 
hese shor 


being required to forward their vouchers. The 
power of the government for the recovery of debts, 
is more ample, than that of individuals, and the 
agents for such purposes are stationed throughout 
the union. Of the 2,500 or 3,000 accounts, exhibit. 
ed in these maps of debts, about two fifths are for 
balances on settlement, two other fifths on account 
of advances to different persons for which no ac- 
counts have been rendered—and the remaining 
cases are reported for suit, or in suit, as requiring 
additional vouchers, or in a course of settlement. 
It may well be asked, why the thousand of ‘ba- 
lances on settlement” are not collected, in suit, or 
stricken from the rolls‘-—why the thousand more 
to whom “advances” were made, have not been 
compelled to give some account of their disburse- 
ments? The most recent of all these, we must re- 
collect, are at least of three years standing —time 
enough, one would suppose, to bring them to an 
issue. If the sums reported to be due “on settle- 
ment” are due, I could myself name several persons 
of whom the amounts might be collected. But the 
real amount that is due to the United States, in this 
formidable list, is uncertain—it may not exceed ten 
millions; but J would take a tythe of it for my share 
of the wealth of this world, and really think that J 
might as well have it in these “hard times” as those 
who hold it! Many persons who stand charged as 
debtors, are probably, in right and equity, creditors 
of the United States—but they ought, neverthe- 
less, to be compelled to settie their accounts. As 
this exhibit was made for the public information, it 
would have been well if the probable condition of 
the large amount apparently due was stated; but 
we are left to grope about in the dark, and cannot 
make any other than a rude calculation upon it. 
There is one thing, however, that ought to be tak- 
en into consideration, though it may be impossi- 
ble, or if possible, inexpedient, to provide a reme- 
dy for it: the heads of departments are often much 
diverted from a necessary attention to their ordina- 
ry business, by ill-advised calls for information by 
congress. Many of these calls are made without a 
purpose in the mover of them, except to shew to 
the electors of Ais district how vigilant he is—nei- 
ther the senate or house of representatives can well 
reject a motion that has only an “enquiry” for its 
object, but many of these motions have wasted 
one or two months of the time of the head of a 
department, and cost from ten to twenty thousand 
dollars in their execution, without: any resulting’ 
roed whatever. A laborious report is presented, 
ordered to lie on the table and to be printed, and 
then dies a natural death—not, perhaps, being 
lgoked at by one out of five of the members, with- 
out being read by one in twenty, without being 
considered by one out of fifty. At the suggestion 
of Mr. Rich, of Vermont, some obstruction was 
thrown in the way of such calls, by an alteration 
of the rules of the house, by which it was required 
that they should lie on the table one day. Expe- 
rience will shew us whether this is a sufficient ime 
pediment in the way of electioneering calls for infor. 
mation. a 

We have dwelt the longer on this document be- 
cause its leading features are applicable to many 
others, and in a belief that the people have just 
as good a right to know all about the state of their 
receipts and expenditures as the secretary of the 
treasury himself, who is only chief clerk in the 
national counting house. Things of this sort have 





been as plain as A. B. C. and I do not know any rea- 


ve ld be coerced at least one a year, unlessi son why they should not have continued to he so. 
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in a knowledge of our own affairs? We certainly 
have retrograded, and at an alarming rate; and if 
the “era of good feelings,’ as our state of apathy 
is called, continues—he who can best manage the 
people will be preferred—not those who “are ho- 
nest, who are capable, who are faithful to the con- 


remark to be applied to any person at present in 
office-—but, ‘facilis descensus Averni:” the “road to 
ruin”’ is easily travelled. | 
We have frequently spoken of a re-action that 
was about to take place. It has, for two or three 
years, been manifest to those who did not shut their 
eyes and ears to the truth, that the revenue of go- 
vernment would have to be increased, or its expen- 
ditures diminished. The former, I boldly say, can- 
not be. accomplished in the present depression of 
business and want of employment—a change of 
policy must precede the assessment of new taxes: 
the latter will be brought about so reluctantly, and 
so many impediments be thrown in the way of its 
operation, that it seems as if nothing can be done 
without violence. ‘This is the nature of too many 
things, moral and physical—a bad practice or 
formidable disease, is suffered to go on year after 
year, until a mighty effort is required to remove 
that which common prudence might have prevent- 
ed, or prompt attention have easily cured. Like 
the cautious seaman, we should always “keep a 


pose shall neglect to warn us of approaching 
danger, they should not be trusted with the honor- 
able post any longer: if their admonitions have 
not been attended to, the fault is our own, and we 
must meet the difficulty as well as we can;—and if, 
under ‘the excitement of self-preservation, we 
commit some extravagancies, they must be excused 
from the necessity of the case. But have those 
whose business it was to “look out,’”? warned us of 
the humiliating condition that we were approach- 
ing, as they ought to have done?—did they tell us 
plainly that, unless we “took insail,” we should run 
sa-foul” of the rocks of the money-lenders, and 
be compelled to borrow large sums to pay current 
expenses? Tury pip not. So late as November 
last, the president in his message to congress, pre- 
sented a flattering statement of our finances, and 
saw proper to exhibit it by saying that on the 30th 
September preceding, we had $1,950,000 in the 
treasury. But the secretary in his annual report, 
dated only fourteen days after the said message 
was delivered, proclaimed that we were behind- 
hand in the enormous sum of $7,451,586! In ma- 
ny of the banks there are certain bills discounted 
which are called “accommodation notes’’—these 
are retired by other notes discounted to meet 
them, and so on, the interest being paid every sixty 
days: Now, suppose that I have an ‘taccommoda- 
tion”? to the amount of 1,000 dollars, due this day 
before three o’clock—well, the directors meet at 
9’clock, and discount my new note, and [ can boast 
that I have 1,000 dollars, less the discount, in 
bank! This may pass for a joke among friends, 
and in ‘harvest times;” but if seriously urged, 
would justly render me ridiculous— when, perhaps, 
an hour or two afterwards, I might be running about 
to beg and borrow money to pay the discount upon 
the new loan! I do not believe—I cannot believe, 
that the point of this supposition applies to the 
proceeding of the president—my respect for his 
character will not permit me to believe it: but that 
proceeding, together with the subsequent and va- 
riant statements frem the treasury department, as 


: 3 voip 
tee of ways and means, clearly shews, that the mo. 
ney-matters of the nation are not attended to as 
they ought to be: a confounded confusion seems to 
reign through them from A to Z, | 

In this state of the case, a majority in congress 
was determined to bring about a retrenchment on 
some terms—on almost any terms; they would do 
something to lessen the public expenditures—and, 
among the rest, they struck at the estimates for 
fortifications. About five weeks since, I was in. 
formed on unquestionable authority, that the se. 
cretary of war was exceedingly embarrassed on 
account of this matter, as well as others. Now, 
the principle on which the amount asked was re. 
fused, may be exactly the right, and I am unaltera- 
bly the friend of specific appropriations, on the 
broad ground that, “lead us not into temptation” 
is a petition of the utmost moment, spiritual and 
temporal. But congress has so long been accus.- 
tomed to grant any thing that was asked, indeed, 
to obey the different departments, that contracts 
were unhesitatingly entered into by the heads of 
them, with a moral certainty either that the money 
to fulfil them would be immediately granted, or 
that they could supply the want of it from some 
other unconsumed appropriation. Thus, many 
years ago, the appropriation of a tribute to Algiers 
was diverted to another purpose, and if a determina. 
tion had been manifested at the same time to refuse 
that tribute, the motive might have excused the 
act; but this was not the case, and it was afterwards 
paid up, with 50 per cent. interest, in the expenses 
which a want of punctuality caused. But on the 
strength af this supposed power over congress, 
large sums were frequently advanced to various de- 
scriptions of individuals, engaging to perform cer- 
tain services orfurnish certain supplies. If it was 
always safe and prudent to allow this discretion to 
the executive, no doubt the public business might 
oftentimes be proceeded with more rapidly, and, 
possibly, on better terms—but 7¢ ts dest that the 
old doctrine about specific appropriations should 
be maintained, unless in cases of public emergency, 
arising from a condition of things not anticipated, 
and wherein the public good wiil not admit of de- 
lay. In ordinary matters, public or private, it is 
indispensible that we should count the cost of an 
undertaking, and ascertain where the money is to 
come from to complete it, before we commence the 
work, lest our means should be embarrassed—in- 
tended palaces be turned into poor houses, and the 
collected materials for stately works serve for 
mounds to mark the site of a “folly.” But a right 
thing may be done in a wrong way—and in respect 
to this especial matter, it seems that true economy 
would have dictated an appropriation sufficient to 
meet existing contracts, with a perfect understand- 
ing that, for the future (except in cases of emer: 
gency) all contracts should follow, not precede ap- 
propriations. We have particular reference to the 
works intended to be erected on Dauphin island, 
for the defence of New-Orleans; at which, we lear, 
there are about three hundred workmen, draw? 
from distant places, and a large quantity of mater! 
als collected, to whom and for which large advances 
have been made. The disposition of this affair, ¥° 
were told, caused much trouble in the “cabinet,” 4 
a meeting of the president and his secretaries ' 
called. We have not heard the decision® but the 
people who have been collected at sogreat expens® 
must be dispersed, anc the materials, if of a pets i 
able nature, be wasted, unless the president sha 

take upon himself the responsibility of going " 
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¢ion to the law—to the declared will of congress, 
<hat no money shall at present be expended for tor- 
tifications on Dauphin island. 

- The grand error which has caused this difficulty 
among others of far greater magnitude, may fairly 
be said to have been created by the insensibility of 
she executive to the approaching state of things, or 
to its unwillingness to tell the people unwelcome 
truth. And even yet, no public act has appeared 
proposing a plan to relieve the public necessities, 
which are every day becoming more and more im. 
perious. Are we to “call up spirits from the vasty 
deep” to furnish us with money, and will “they 
come when we do callthem?” Has our horoscope 
been cast, and are the stars propitious? If anything 
is depended upon, it must be something out of the 
common order of things—but, perhaps, we are of- 
fering sacrifices to Fear, or have given up all to 
Despair. Immense sums of money are soon to be 
paid—194 millions of dollars in 1825; 234 millions 
tn 1826; 13 millions in 1827; and 94 millions in 
1828. How shall we “compass the cash?” A lit- 
tle while ago, we were told that the sinking fund 
was to do a great deal more than meet all our en- 
gagements—and it was pompuosly told the people 
that, after 1828, we were to be out of debt, except 
on account of the 3 per cent. stock; and the wisest 
brains were cudgelled to discover what we should 
do with our surplus revenues! Pshaw!—the sink- 
ing fund has gone to the dogs, like an old and faith- 
ful cart horse deceased—and we are borrowing 
money “to keep soul and body together!” As I 
live, if I had a vote in congress, and on that vote 
depended whether “the wheels of the govern- 
ment,’’ as Mr. Gallatin said, should stop or not, as 
resting on the passage of a bill to authorize a new 
loan, L would suffer ihem to stop until we carefully 
overhauled what we had done, and adopted a sys- 
tem as to what we should do, and would do, for the 
future. We are managing just now like a trader 
who is getting his paper shaved at 3 per cent.a 
month,—playing a game at hazard, and resting 
upon accident or NECRoMaNcyY to release us from 
our dilemma. Charles II, of England, was asked 
why, in his speeches to parliament, he did not hold 
up his head and look the members in the face?—but 
that pattern of modesty replied, he had asked the 
commons so often for money that he was ashamed 
to look them in the face! And even to this day, a 
British minister never asks for a loan, without of- 
fering some plan by which the principal is to be 
redeemed or the interest paid, though the project 
may be wholly delusive—but we borrow without 
regarding either’ It was not so a few years past— 
it will not be so for many years to come. There 
must be a speedy end to it—zolens volens. 

I know that it is a sort of high treason, if com- 
mitted in the ten miles square, as well as in the 
‘estimation of many thousand persons scattered over 
the United States, possessors or expectants of office, 
and others bloated with notions of their “influ- 
ence” at Washington, to breathe a suspicion that a 
president of the United States cando wrong: and 
then, they put in operation a sedition law to keep 
down the “factious,” lustily maintaining that he 
who dipenses «the loaves and fishes” of govern- 
ment must needs be in the right! I have discover- 


ed this in hundreds of instances—and verily believe, 


that there is now a less tolerant spirit, less earnest- 
A€ss as to the truth,than there was in 1798—a year, 
well-remembered by me. But be this as it may— 
although { respect Mr. Monroe, in my own self, 
more than an army of these things can do, although 
ave mere esteem for him than a “drawing room” 


full of such as buz about and bow before him, as 
Persians worship the sun,—and although, if his 
re-election had depended upon my individual vote, 
he should have been re-elected,* yet there are cer- 
tain parts of his late inaugural address that | shall 
make some free remarks upon, notwithstanding the 
said address was generally received like a firman 
of the Grand Seignor, and has been spoken of in 
the newspapers as if there was no possibility of 
doing justice to its excellence. In my humble 
opinion, it is the best thing that he ever gave us 
—in several respects, it is highly interesting and 
important—dut not fuultless. 

I shall first quote the following paragraph from 
that address, delivered on the 5th of March last, 
and then make some remarks upon its matter. The 
president says— 

«The situation of the United States, in regard to 
“their resources, the extent of their revenue, and 
“the facility with which it is raised, affords a most 
“gratifying spectacle. The payment of nearly six- 
“ty-seven millions of dollars of the public debt, with 
“the great progress made in measures of defence, 
‘and in other improvements of various kinds, since 
“the late war, are conclustve proofs of this extraordi- 
‘nary prosperity, especially when it is recollected. 
“that these expenditures have been defrayed, with- 
“out a burthen onthe people, the direct tax and excise 
“having been repealed soon after the conclusion 
“of the late war, and the revenue applied to these 
“great objects having been raised in a manner not 
“tobe felt. Our 2sreat resources, therefore, remain 
‘untouched, for any purpose which may affect the 
‘vital interests of the nation. For all such pur- 
‘sposes they are inexhaustible. They are more es- 
“pecially to be found in the virtue, patriotism, and 
‘intelligence, of our fellow-citizens, and in the 
“devotion with which they would yield up, by any 
“just measure of taxation, all their property, in sup- 
‘sport of the rights and honor of their country.” 

There are three principal parts in this para- 
graph: 1. the extent of the revenue, the facility 
with which it is raised, and that it is not a “bur- 
then” on the people. 2. The reduction’ of the 
public debt. 3. The great “untouched” resources 
of the country. Each of these deserve a separate 
consideration. 

1. The revenue has been large—the more isthe 
pity!—but that it has been raised without a “bur- 
then” I cannotallow. Indeed, I was surprized that 
the president should have countenanced one of the 
mosi vulgar, ag well as the most dangerous errors 
that can exist. He is not to be told that it is the 
consumer who pays the taxes orduties. Agawky 
fellow (who once served, I believe, as a represen- 
tative of the people of one of the counties of Mary- 
land, in the state legislature), was buying 4lbs. of 
coffee, 8lbs. of sugar, 4lb. of tea and some other 
little articles for the ordinary use of his family, 
in a store which I happened to stop at, and where 
a conversation was going on about county rates and 
taxes—which were very oppressive! but he thank- 
ed God, that the United States did not tax him any 
thing! So I took a piece of chalk, and, as I en- 
quired what he had purchased, put down the du- 
ties upon them; and the fellow stared as if the 
perpetual motion had been discovered, when it was 
demonstrated to him, that about 75 cents of the 
three dollars which he had just paid—one fourth of 











—— 


*Not because I considered him as the on/y man 
in the United States fitted to serve as president— 
but for other considerations not necessary just 
now to mention. 
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the whole amount, was for the direct use of «Uncle 
Sam,” and by him to be expended, prodigally or eco- 
nomically! And then! proceeded further and drove 
the fact into hie thick skull, that he paid to the Unit- 
ed States many times as much in a year as the op- 
pressive county taxes amounted to—and he mar- 
veiled much thereat! 


We might have been ata loss to know what the 
president meant by the word “burthen” if he him- 
self had not so explained it that there cannot be 
any cavilling about it: it refers to the direct tax and 
excise, only; and these have been burthensome on 
the people! Since the commencement of the 
government in 1789 to the 3Uth Sept. 1820, the 
people of the United States have paid into the 
public treasury the enormous sum of 341,069,111 
dollars for duties, or taxes, on goods imported and 
consumed, and only 34,479,655 an amount of ail 
the direct taxes and excises that have been levied 
upon them. Now how it is, that the payment of 
thirty-four millions was a burthen and that of three 
hundred and forty millions no burthen at all, I should 
like to see explained! 1 freely confess, it is with 
great difficulty that I can speak of this matter with 
the courtesy which the occasion requires. I can- 
not account for such a habit of thinking, nor see 
how its promulgation can be justified. Are we to 
believe that it is necesssary to cheat the people 
into the payment of money for the support of their 
government—to pick their pockets without letting 
them know it, to maintain our republican institu- 
tions? No—no. Mr. Monroe would never, think- 
ingly, countenance any thing that tended to such 
a political iniquity—he will agree that every  citi- 
zen ought to know what he pays, as well as what 
becomes of his money, and openly assert that this 
is the only safe principle.on which a free govern- 
ment-can be based. He will not—cannot~—do other- 
wise. 

There is nothing that ought to be more firmly 
impressed on the mind of a republican than that 
he should know what his government is doing— 
that he should /ee its operation, and by feeling, 
judge the manner of its administrations We can- 
not suppose—it is a libel on common sense to 
apprehend, that the heart of the people of this 
country is so depraved that they must be de- 
ceived—swindied, into a payment of the rightful 
and reasonable expenses of the government of 
their choice. Letthem understand what they are 
about! 





But bring this business about taxes dome, and, 
as it were at our own /ire-sides, discover exactly 
what it is. lshall state my own case as minutely 
as I can, for the use of others,—though no man 
likes to expose his domestic concerns. This es- 
timate shall be made out as if I now lived as I did 
live until lately: for I wish it perfectly understood 
that, as well for the sake of private economy as the 
public benefit, I now abstain from many imported 
articles which I hitherto used, and always give a 
preference to domestic commodities. 


My family, at this time, consists of myself and 
wife, two sons grown up, two small do. two daugh- 
ters and one apprentice lad—nine persons to feed 
and clothe; also of five others, (making fourteen 
in all) to furnish with victuals. We do not keep 
much company, though always glad to see our 
friends; and live plentifully but plainly. The 
amount of taxes which 1 should have to pay, if those 
persons were clothed and subsisted exclusively on 
such foreign goods as the people are accusteméd 


ad ~ 


| ARTICLES FOR CLOTHING, &c. ONE YEAR. 
Shewing the amount of the custom house valuation, or the cost of 
the commodities paid to foreigners, and the amount of taxes le. 
vied thereon for the support of the government of the U. States, 
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Ss | £5. 
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dotls. | dolls. 
for myself and two oldest sons, one cluib cuat and 
two pairs of pantaloons each, 
— Tweive yards of cloth at 4 dolls. _ | 48 12 
Five yards of cloth, as the average consumption 
for over-coats, &c. at 3 dolls. 15 |. 375 
Summer wear, for the same three persons, inelud-| 
ing also vestings, stockings, neck-cluths, &ce &ec. 
at 8 dolls. each 24 6 06 
Entire clothing (except linen) of the 2 younger 
sons and apprentice lad at 15 each 45 11 25 
Articles of apparel (except linen) for 3 females at 
20 each 69 15 00 
About 70 yards of linen for 9 persons, at 30 cents 
per yd. 15 per cent. duty 2k 315 
Housebold goods~such as carpets, sheetings, iren 
and brass wares, &c. &e. 30 7 50 
182 Ibs. of coffee (3 1-2 per week) 20 cents cost, 5) 
do. duty 36 40' 9 10 
416 lbs. sugar (8 lbs. per week) 7 cts. cost, 3 duty 29 12] 12 48 
40 do. white [or loaf) tor various purposes—say 
at 8 cents cost and 4 duty 320) 169 
13 Ibs. of tea (1-4 Ib. per week) 7 50; 5 20 
20 gals. of wine and spirits, for all purposes 20 00] 11 00 
Salt, spices, glass and crockery waxes aud all minor 
articles 2000} 506 
359 22\103 03 


The calculation of the amount paid to foreigners 
and of the taxes paid to government, is built upon 
an average of the facts that belong to the several 
articles, and in no case, it is presumed, does the 
or given vary Considerably from that really 
paid. , 

Now, let any head of a family, living in a city or 
large town, or of others in the country who live af: 
ter the manner of the people in the towns, carefully 
examine the preceding estimate and compure its dif- 
ferent items with their own consumption, and they 
will not believe that the general aggregate is too 
large. It is freely admitted, that a part of the 
amount iy made up of luxuries, but they are such 
as are in common use and have grown into cow- 
fortable necessaries through habit. ‘This J know,— 
that there are many private families in which not 
one fourth as much /gder is performed as by myself 
and in mine, and whose means do not appear to be 
so good as my own, in which double the amount of 
my estimate is consumed or wasted; though others, 
with more ample means, may consume less. We 
do not vretend to any thing that, in any manner, 
belongs to style or high life; but it has so far pleased 
Providence, that we have had a bed for a friend 
and something for bim to eat and drink while he 
tarried with us. I do not see any thing that ap- 
pears extravagant, except in wine, &c. but I verily 
believe that one fourth of the whole quantity as- 
sumed as the consumption of the year, has been 
used as purely medicinal in my family; and of this 
I am perfectly convinced, that the amount of ‘az 
stated is much less than I have really paid. No- 
thing is said of hats and shoes, &c. which sight as 
well be imported as cloths and most cottons, nor of 
my segars (for Ismake many), on which the /az 
would be not much less than eight dollars pet 
annum, if they were foreign: but this tax is saved 
by importations of tobacco, and the giving up of its 
manufacture to domestic labor. 

It may be said, that most of these taxes were 
voluntarily paid—I might have used coarser goods 
for clothing, and have refrained from coffee, te» 
sugar, wine, &c. That’s very true—very true in- 





to consume; is thus ascertained: J 


deed. I knew two men perfectly well—two old 
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batchelors, who were rivalsin economy: I heard one 
say, he had learnt that the expenses of the other 
tur a whole year’s living, was less than 18 cloilars, 
but he thought it could not be the case, because 
he himself had really spent more than twenly-two 
in the last year, and had not indulged in any extra- 
vagance! Thisis a fact: and on naming the indivi- 
duals, it would become familiar to more than a 
dozen persons who, perhaps, will read these re- 
marks. But the truth is, 1 do not wish to live on 
such economies. I labor hard, oftentimes 12 hours 
gut 24,—the world owes me something better than 
corn-meal cakes, baked a leng time in advance, 
that they may go the further—and I will have it, if 
k can get it, out of mine own rightful earnings. 
But a man may live without owning a piece of land, 
a dwelling house or a slave, as 1 myself do; and 
30 avoid a direct tax, if one should be levied—and 
by refusing to consume, so also get rid of an excise 
demanded. The payment of one sort of tax is 
just as much a voluntary act as the other; but there 
isa vast difference in the operation, as I shall pre- 
s:ntly shew. 

Come, we’ll see where the “burthen,” as spoken 
of by the president, really lies,—and exhibjt the 
fact so that “he who runs may read.” Suppose 
that the revenye by impost was discarded—that 
is, that no duties were payable on goods imported 
and consumed inthe United States, and resort was 
had to a tax upon real property, for the support of 

overnment. If I held such property to the amount 
of 10,000 dollars, it would be more than my share, 


and I should think myself a “pretty clever sort of | 


a fellow.” Well—government raises E1gHTEEN mil- 
lions of dollars by a direct tax, and if so, my pro- 
portion of it, for 10,000 dollars worth of property, 
would be exactly 105 dollars, or about the amount 
that I now pay, indirectly—S5 cents in the 100 
dollars being the common average paid on the 
valuation when the tax of «ix millions was assessed. 
This is the highest estimate that can be allowed, 
but it is admitted for the sake of a plainer exhibit. 
Observe, that the land or house, or houses, worth 
10,000 dollars, either by land or house rent ac- 
tually received or saved, ought to produce 600 dollars 
a year, being six per cent. onthe capital. Then, I 
should have, or save, the $6UU to enable me to pay 
the tax of 105: but now Lam paying the same out 
of my dabor only—I have nothing to give the go- 
vernment but my personal services, and why in 
the name of all that is rightful and reasonable, this 
inequality should exist between the rich man and 
the poor one, i cannot devise. I will state an ac- 
count between meand myself, as a landlord and a 
tenant, if a direct tax took the place of a revenue 
by impost: 

10,000 dollars in real property, pro- 








ducing $600 per ann. 
Deduct the tax thereon 105 
495 
Taxes now paid without property 103 03 
Difference of condition! 598 03 


A comfortable difference indeed! My labor is 
my income; and it would puzzle all the “witches 
in Macbeth” if assembled in congress-hall, to give 
a reason why that income should be taxed, while 
the income of another, which is of value only to 
himself or for himself, should go clear. And 
though this thing is so simple, itis the great stumb- 
ling block among politicians—your “stump orators”? 
who make speeches at the cari’s tail or from the 


collected at the market-places and taverns, todeter- 

mine onthe merits ef those who generously offer 

to serve them in the national and state legislatures!!! 

Every one is bound to contribute to tie wants of 

the nation in proportion to his means, and the 

greater interest that any one has in the preserva. 

tion of the government, the greater should be the 

amount of taxes by him paid. There is no «mys- 

tification” in this—it is “as plain asa pike staff,” 

right up and down. Nay, I will carry the thing 

further—it is the senant that pays both the interest 

on the capital and the tax upon property, not the 

landlord: the latter creates nothing in his capacity 
uf a landlord—he will not buy houses or lands, un- 

less for his own personal accommodation, without 
an estimate of what they will produce by rents, just 
as persons buy bundles of bobbins or packages 
of pins, It is true, that if what the Hartford con- 
vention strongly insinuated (though even that body 
had not impudence enough fairly to avow it as a 
fact), that it isthe merchant who pays the taxes er 
duties on goods imported, this proposition would 
fall to the ground—but as I do not believe that it 
is night when the sun is at “high meredian,” so 
I do not believe what is so insinuated, because I 
know that it is false: because I know that the duty 
is as regularly ealculated on the cost of goods as 
the amount of the original investment to obtain 
them, even if in hard dollars! 

These are some of the truths that belong to the 
case under consideration, and I think that the ini- 
quity of raising a revenue solely by impost is 
clearly made out. Though little skilled in argu- 
ment—though I never said “please your honors” 
in a court of law in my life, or quoted “Coke upon 
Littleton” to shew “the difference between tweedle 
dum aud tweedle dee,” 1 boldly defy all the dis- 
puting classes, including the diplomatists, skilled 
in telling lies in the words of truth, to come for- 
ward and put down any principle that F have ad. 
vanced. If with the stump of a goose-quill I do 
not put the best of them to shame, I will pre- 
pare to relinquish the editorship of this paper and 
never more write for the public. And how shall I, 
an unlettered mechanic, do this? I’ll tell thee, read- 
er—Omnipotent truth is on my side. 

Now we know when and where and on whom the 
‘“burthen” rests, It is on those who create some- 
thing that produces money, either by their labor or 
ingenuity. It is on the shoulders of those who are 
indirectly taxed—the men of property pay nothing 
for those possessions which I and my children are 
liable to be called upon to defend.* Thus in every 
country, are the rich protected and the poor ag- 
grieved. ‘The throne rallies round it the princes 
and the nobles, and grinds down those of sinewy 
arms that they, miserable tools of power, may work 
and fight and be killed, to sustain the glory of kings 
and nations! Away with such stuff!—but I must 
quit this subject; it is so hideous that I may forget 
what is due to the matter which Tam discussing, I 
shall just repeat what I have oftentimes said before, 
that is only by a system of taxation that a people 
can be honestly deait with by therr government. 
There is no one thing in the whole range of legiti- 
mate taxation that can nghtfully accomplish the 
great end of an honorable administration, which 
must needs be to treat every one fairly. It is my 
opinion, that tbe revenue of our country, (as it is 





*During the late war a company of 78 men was 
marched for the detence of the frontiers of Virgi- 
nia—of whom only four were entitled even to 





Acads of empty whiskey hogsheads, to thepeople 


yote. 
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in all others) should be founded on our internal 
resources, which may he freely assisted and aug- 
mented by duties on imports and consumption. 
But to reduce our boasting a little, and put down 
the “gawkies” who think that we do not pay any 
taxes at all, I will tell them that the free people of 
the United States have paid nearly as much per 
head for the support of their government, as *Alex- 
ander the deliverer” exacts of his white-negroslaves, 
whether it is a “burthen’” or not. The ease with 
which we have paid such requisitiens is another af- 
fair, and belongs to the genius of our government and 
the local advantages that we possessed—not to any 
administration of the government, past or present. 
And herein we see the importance of the truth 
so frequently enforced, that it is the ability to pay 
which constitutes the read value or cost of a thing 
to the consumer. 

2. The president speaks of a reduction of the 
public debt. He gave usa long account of this in 
his message delivered about four months before, 
and we think that now he might have said some- 
thing about its zncrease, seeing that one loan had 
been negociated not long before, and that he 
had just signed a law for another. But what has 
this decrease of the public debt cost us? ‘That’s 
the question!” We know that even “gold may be 
bought too dear.” Letus try if we can find some 
data to furnish a partial idea of this matter: 

EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF ‘THE UNITED STATES. 
Exports, (domestic produce). Imports—consumed. 











In 1815, 45,974,405 140,000,000 
1816, 64,781,896 about 108,000,000 
"9817, 68,313,500 70,000,060 
1818, 73,854,437 88,000,000 
1819, 50,976,838 70,000,000 
305,901,074 ° 476,000,000 | 

! ; 303,901,074 
Difference, 172,098,926 


The value of the foreign articles imported and con- 
sumed, is determined by multiplying the nett amount 
of the duties received by 4, which we presume is 
pretty nearly correct. The importations are not 
valued at the custom houses, except on articles 
which pay duties ad valorem. The carrying trade, 
asa branch of industry, has been profitable; but in 
this case we can have reference only to domestic 
products exported to pay for foretgn goods con- 
sumed—for this is all that can come into the pre- 
sent matter before us. 

AsI wish to deal liberally, in every respect, it is 
admitted that we may rightfully take of foreigners 


_the same amount of goods that they will receive of 


us; and when we consider that they will not take 
of us any thing that they can make or procure at 
home, even at double the price of our commodities, 
except in case of starvation, it must be agreed 
that a great deal isadmitted. If Great Britain was 
to take, as I allow we might do, equal cost or value 
of the nations with whom she deals in exchange 
for her commodities, her government would tum- 
ble into ruins in one or two years, for the want of 
means to keep it a-going. Hut it is no matter— 
we see, that in five years we have paid, or be- 
come indebted to foreigners, in the enormous sum 
of 172 millions of dollars, over and above the 
anount which they would receive from us, to tur- 
nish an agent by which we might so tax ourselves as 
to raise a revenue so large as to reduce the public 
debt “nearly sixty-seven millions!” «Tell it not in 
Gath- publish it not in the streets of Askalon.” 


public debt have been lessened, if we had owed 
172 millions of dollars less to foreigners?" This is 
a logic that Lcannot understand. The difference 
between the amount of the exports and imports, is 
a Gead balance and cannot settle ttself. It is no mat- 
ter whether American labor and subsistence was 
applied to agriculture, manufactures, or commerce, 
to keep down the balance, for these were our own 
—the natural resources of the country; and, if the 
government had not encouraged foreign labor for 
the purposes of revenue, would have made the ba. 
lance greatly in our favor. The actual loss sus. 
tained by this policy is incalculable, and is the 
true cause why the people of the United States are 
impoverished. | 
As just observed, this primary positive loss of 
172 millions, is of small consideration when com. 
pared with the effects that followed the excessive 
importations of foreign goods. I have made a rough 
estimate, and verily believe that the melancholy 
years of 1815 and 1816, threw at least 100,000 /a. 
boring people out of their accustomed businesses of 
working in cotton, wool, iron, &c. or in furnishin 
a subsistence for those so employed. Who shall 
estimate the amount of the less thus sustained? I 
cannot. How great was the depreciation in pro- 
perty—how rapid the reduction in the value of do- 
mestic commodities! The events of these disas- 
trous years not only deprived the farmer of a home 
market that he relied upon, but threw upon agri- 
culture a great quantity of extra labor—and both 
together, have reduced things to the condition, that 
it is better for those who raise wheat one hun- 
dred miles from the market, to set fire to their sur- 
plus ficlds of ripened corn, and save the cost of 
gathering and transporting it! Thisis no metaphor 
—it is sober truth—plain English. I mean a land 





transportation—by which hundreds of thousands of 
barrels of flour have been brought to the sea-ports. 
| When I wish to speak understandingly with a 
‘man, I like seemingly, to get him in the chimney 


| corner, in a cold winter’s night, with a cheerful 


'fire blazing before us, and a mug of cyder put 
‘down to be aired—then, with my hand upon his 


i Knee, and without any design upon his purse or 
ithe perversion of his judgment, { can explain my 


views and hear his objections, and either profit by 
or remove them: so I will state the case, not tothe 
lordlings of our country, east, west, south or north, 
but to the plain sense of every laboring or pro- 
ductive person, farmer, mechanic, manufacturer, 
clerk, &c. &c. for they are all affected on the same 
principle—as almost every business or profession, 
has some sort of a commodity, or earning, that its 
pursuers depend upon for the accomplishment of 
certain especial purposes. I will select that of 
a farmer relying on his crop of wheat, as belong- 
ing, at once, to the most numerous and the most 
useful class of society. 

The general ordinary price of wheat raised in 
the United States, on an average for a numberof 
years, was about one dollar per bushel—it is now 
Jess than fifty cents; and, as before observed, at 
places distant from market, the surplus is hardly 
worth any thing. lt was the custom of the growers 
of wheat to depend upon a surplus of that article, to 
supply them with money for their several wants. 
If the other products of the farm kept the family 
supplied with such necessaries as were to be pur- 
chased as they were wanted, all was considered to 
be well. If, then, the surplus wheat is estimated at 
200 bushels, the difference in the acquirements of 





the farmer is 100 dollars a year; that is, they are re- 


¥} ould the ability to make this reduction of the }duced one half. Now, if the payment of his taxes, 
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wages for work performed, &ec. &c. amounted to 
100 dollars per annum, when wheat was $1 per 
bushel,. it is very plain that he would not now be 
any better off if he was excused from the payment 
of taxes, and could get his labor done for “nothing 
at all.” But this is not the case, and the operation is, 
that such a farmer must live meanly, though he 
may work hard, or suffer his land to pass through 
the hands of the sheriff—as thousands of planta- 
tions are now passing. What is it that has brought 
about this state of things? Not so much the want 
of a foreign demand, as some suppose, for the ave- 
rage difference in the amount of flour exported is 
only about 300,000 barrels ~a mere item in the 
quantity manufactured; but more owing to the 
mass of surplus labor thrown upon agriculture, by 
the prostration of manutactures. I will illustrate 
this by a familiar case--when the iron works of 
Pennsylvania were in full operation, millions of 

ounds weight of bacon were received at them 
from Kentucky, Ohio, &c. But the iron works have 
stopped, or go on feebly, and hardly a pound of 
- such bacon is used atthem. They are supplied by 
the extra quantities made in their immediate neigh- 
borhoods. Thus it is in respect to most other 
things—there is a surplus production of every 
commodity, save such as may interfere with that en- 
couragement which the wise men of the United States 
think it expedient to extend to foreign labor and sub- 
sistence! 

The reader will observe that I am not so much 
engaged to advocate a change in the tariff, as to 
shew the effects which have followed the pernici- 
ous practice of raising a revenue by impost only. 
The greater part of our manufactures are slowly 
raising their heads, and poverty is accomplishing a 
change that will lead to prosperity, after a while. 
Mournful experience has taught the people that 
they must “be customers to their customers,” and 
there are a greater value of articles bartered now 
in one week, perhaps, than there used to be in 
ayear. This is inconvenient, but there is no help 
for.it: for, though money is so plentiful that it is 
not worth five per cent. the people at large can- 
not get it, because so little business is doing to 
give it circulation. Unless there should be mur- 
derous and extensive wars in Europe, this state 
of things must long cortinue, though its seve- 
rity will be daily lessened, as economy is exercised 
—as the people attend to the home market, and 
become conyinced of the necessity of dealing with 
one another. From hence a mighty reduction in 
the revenue of government, as derived from. im- 
ports, must be expected—the people will not, nay, 
they cannot, consume foreign goods as hereto- 
fore. I myself will pay fifty dollars less tax this 
year than I did the year before last, and thousands 
of others are in like manner striking at the reve- 
nue; and my decided opinion is, that it will not 
yield ten millions two years hence, except, as before 
observed, a cutting of throats in the old world 
shall afford ys employment! The excessive im- 
port which has enabled us to pay off «nearly sixty 
seven milliohs” of the public debt, has beggared 
the people, and spread distress like a pestilence 
over the land. But the salaried persons at Wash- 
1ngton feel nothing of this--every thing that pros- 
trates the price of commodities and cheapens labor, 
‘8 for their immediate advantage-—-sheriff’s sales 
and crowded jails, makés the money which we pay 
them go the farther; and they take especial care 
that it is paid at quarter-day! 

3. We now come to the third member of the pa- 


having already, we fear, worn out the patience of 
the most determined reader among all our friends, 
we must postpone a consideration of our «“untouch- 
ed resources” until another opportunity, when 
they shall be examined into, in connection with 
some other parts of the address. Fer the present 
we shall only observe, that these “untouched re- 
sources” cannot be touched until some spring is 
given todomestic industry. Pharoah ordered that 
the Israelites should “make bricks without straw” 
~—but the people of the United States will not sub- 
mit to such an edict and will hurl down any one 
who shall attempt to enforce it uponthem. The 
means to pay must precede payment. The citizens 
of the middle and western states, especially, can- 
not, under the present state of things, pay either a 
direct tax or an excise; and the former will be op- 
posed by those of the south, because their amount 
of it will be proportioned according to their re- 
presentation, and bear heavily upon them, notwith- 
standing the late high prices of their products. 
What is to be done? That is the consideration!— 
We shall see whether another congress will be so 
unwise, I had like to have said so dase, as to vote 
another loan to pay current expenses in a time of 
peace, without providing means at least to prevent 
a recurrence to such a disgraceful procedure. 





Law Case. 


FROM THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT, 

The — States, DECREE. 

The brig Francis F. Johnson. 6th April, 1821. 
The brig Francis F, Johnson, departed from 
Alexandria, in the district of Columbia, laden with 
negro slaves, to be transported coastwise, and des- 
tined for the port of New Orleans, in the state of 
Louisiana. All the slaves on board, except two, 
were entered on the manifest; one of those two 
acted as cabin boy, and the other as cook, and af- 





| terwards as an ordinary seaman before the mast. 


This vessel is libelled under the 9th section of 
the act, prohibiting the importation of ,slaves into 
any port or place within the jurisdiction of the U. 
States of America, (Laws U. S. new edition, vol. 
Ath, page 97,) without having entered in the mani- 
fest the said two negro slaves: and the brig having 
been fallen in with by the United States vessel of 
war commanded by capt. Laurence Kearney, off the 
Salt-Key-Bank, in the entrance of the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, she has been sent in here for examination. 
The claimants contend the vessel and negroes 
should be discharged, because the evidence will 
not support forfeiture, under the statute: and upon 
this ground, I shall consider the case, as argued 
by Gapspen, district attorney for the United States, 
and Dunxrn for the claimants. 

The object of this act is to throw all proper 
difficulties in the way of the slave trade; and to 
close this with other doors of slave importation. To 
that end, the 9th section of the act provides, that 
no ship or vessel, of the burthen of forty tons or 
more, shall carry any negro, mulatto, or person of 
colour, from one port of the United States to ano- 
ther, for the purpose of transporting them, to be 
sold or disposed of as slaves, or to be held to ser- 
vice orlabor, without the captain, master or com- 
mander, making out and subscribing duplicate ma- 
nifests of every such negro, mulatto, or person of 
colour, on board such ship or vessel; therein spe- 
cifying the name and sex of each person, their 





tagraph quoted from the president’s address: bat | 


age and stature, as near as may be, and the class 
to which they respectively belong, with the name 
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and place of residence of every owner or shipper 
of the same; one of which manifests, (executed un- 
der the forms prescribed in the act), to be retained 
by the collector of the port of departure and the 
other to be returned to the captain, master or com- 
mander; with a permit specifying thereon, the 
number, names and general description of such 
persons; and authorizing him to proceed to the 
port of his destination.—In failure whereof, every 
such ship or vessel, with her tackle, apparel and 
furniture, shall be forfeited to the use of the United 
States; and may be seized, prosecuted and con- 
demned, in any court of the United States, having 
jurisdiction thereof. Besides which, the captain, 
master or commander, of every such ship or vessel, 
forfeits, for every such negro, mulatto, or person of 
colour, so transported or taken on board, contrary 
to the provisions of the act, the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars; ene moiety thereof to the United 
States, and the other moiety to the use of any per- 
son or persons who shall sue for and prosecute the 
same to effect. 

In addition to this act, an act of congress was 
passed on the 3d March, 1819, (Laws U.S. vol. 
15, page 102,) entitled ‘an act in addition to the 
acts prohibiting the slave trade,” by which the 
president of the United States is authorized to 
employ the armed vessels of the United States to 
cruise un the American coast, or coast of Africa, 
to enforce the acts of congress prohibiting the 
slave trade; and American vessels employed con- 
trary thereto, in traffic or transportation of slaves, 
may be seized by sucharmed vessels and brought 
into any port of the United States for examination 
and adjudication. : ‘ 

Under these acts the seizure has beén made by 
captain Kearney, in the performance of his duties: 
and the cause has been. proceeded in before me, 
argued with much ability, by the counsel who are 
concerned. ‘ 

From the evidence it appears, the two negroes 
who were the cause of the seizure, have been act- 
ing on board of the brig Francis F. Johnson, one 
as cabin boy and the other as cook or ordinary ma- 
riner, for months past in the coasting trade of the 


_bay of Chesapeake, and were in that capacity 


when the vessel took her departure from Alexan- 
dria, and was detained by the Enterprize. It also 
appears, they were not entered on the manifest as 
part of the cargo; neither were they rated on 
the ship’s articles or log book, as part of the 
crew: by reason of which, no document appeared 
on board when the vessel was seized, exempting 
the said two slaves from the provisions of the act, 
or excusing them for not being on the manifest. 
On behalf of the claimants it was contended, they 
ought not to have entered inthe manifest, as they 
were not transported for sale, but were acting on 
board as servants to the master or owners, and 
that in such capacities, they were exempted by the 


. first section of the act for the government and re- 


gulation of seamen in the merchant service, passed 


July 20th,-1790. That they belonged to a citizen 


) 


of Baltimore, in Maryland, who was agent of the 
owner of the vessel: and was either bargaining for, 
or had bargained for, the ownership of part of the 
vessel. 

The evidence also made known to the court, 
that, while the vessel was lying in the Potomac, 
ready for her voyage, the owner of the two slaves 


-had intended to have gone in her to New Orleans, 


but owing to sickness or some other cause, he did 
not. Andthatin a conversation on board, he said, 


if one of those two negroes did not behave better, 





———— 
nn 


he might sell him at New Orleans. This was pres. 
sed by the district attorney, as prima facie evi. 
dence they brought the vessel within the penal. 
ties of the act: and as a resson why the plea of 
exception should not be admitted. 

I have considered this case with that attention 
which is due to its merits, and to the mischiefs ty 
be prevented: and being of opinion, the case has 
not been sufficiently made ont, that these two ne. 
groes were to be transporied to New Orleans for 
sale, or personal labor and service; but that they 
oughtto be considered as part of the crew of the 
vessel; 1 must therefore discharge her, and them, 
from the seizure. I cannot, however, do so with- 
out previously mentioning, that the conversation of 
the owner of them two negroes above alluded to, 
throws suspicion on thecase, and that, in all ves. 
sels engaged in transporting slaves from one state 
to another, all slaves, acting as parts of the crew 
in any Manner whatever, should be noted on the 
vessel’s articles, as particularly designating them, 
from the slaves on board as cargo. By which 
seizures, in a case like this, may hereafter be pre- 
vented.—Captain Kearney has done nothing more 
than hisduty in seizing the vessel and bringing her 
in for adjudication. It is therefore ordered and 
decreed, that probable cause of seizure be certified. 
That the libel be dismissed. Fhe costs however to 
be paid by claimants. JOHN DRAYTON, 

District judge of South Carolina. 








Foreign State Papers. 
The municipality of Naples to the English nation. 

After sit’months spent in vain deliberations, 
first at Troppau, and latterly at Laybach, the allied 
sovereigns, tired in sustaining their cause before 
the tribunal of reason, have resorted to the great 
maxim of despotism, and have drawn the sword! 
The Austrian army has received orders to march— 
it advances, and Naples is to become the theatre o 
war. 

We know where our enemies are—they have de- 
clared themselves: we shall soon have a nearer 
view of them. But in such a solemn situation, by 
what name shall we cal! the English? The English 
administration, through its organ, lord Castlereagh, 
has issned a declaration apparently favorable to our 
cause; but under the friendly exterior of this diplo- 
matic note we easily discover that the ministers 
have followed less their own opinion than yielded 
to the wishes of the nation. We perceive in this 
document that, dextrous in guarding against being 
committed in future, they have left to events the 
entire explanation of their conduct. Inthe mean 
time an English fleet cruises before our walls: is it 
here, to attack or protect them? 

This uncertainty afflicts, at the present moment, 
our country. We deposite our anxiety in your 
bosoms, ye generous friends of freedom! Wiillye, 
who were the first to raise on the ruins of despo- 
tism the rein of law, suffer a people to be oppress- 
ed with impunity, who, proud of imitating the glo- 
rious example which you set us, have placed liberty 
on the throne? Such is the whole of our crime! 
Perhaps you accuse us of not showing suflicient 
respect for the throne when we broke our chains at 
its foot. Have we not encircled with our bomage 
and our fidelity the grey hairs of our aged sove- 
reign? Has our parliament, while employed in lay- 
ing the basis of our constitutional rights and inter- 
nal prosperity, committed any outrage on the rights 
of other nations? No, that order, moderation, and 
tranquility, which spring from our love of the laws, 








139 





NILES’ REGISTER--APRIL 28, 1821—FOREIGN STATE PAPERS. 








orn 





reign in our country, and yet the sword of a stran- 
er menaces its independence. Ye noble protec- 
tors of the laws and of humanity, are you capable 
of becoming accomplices in such an iniquitous out- 
rage? Can you remain indifferent spectators of the 
unequal conflict, in which princes, with the resour- 
ces of seventy millions of men, approach againsta 
population of four millions. 

We have blood, arms, and courage; we shall fight 
for our freedom. If we conquer, it will adorn our 
triumph: if we perish, it will shed a lustre on our 
graves; but, in the name of justice, save us the 
pain of thinking that a nation, among whom patri- 
otism is a kind of religion, ‘can lend an assisting 
bond to culpable projects of arbitrary violence. Is- 
sue to Europe a faithful and solemn declaration, 
that England, the celebrated abode of immortal 
liberty, will never consent to forge the chains with 
which despotism is endeavoring to fetter and op- 
press a people which has become free. 





PAPAL PROCLAMATION. 

Hercures, canpinazt Gonsatvi VI. of the S. R. C. 
deacon of S. Maria ad Martyres, secretary of state 
to his holiness our lord pope Pius VII. 

His holiness, being informed that the Austrian 
forces which, in consequence of dispositions made 
by the high allied powers, were assembled on the 
frontier of the Lombardy Venetian kingdom, have 
passed the Po, and are marc.iing as friendly troops 
towards the kingdom of Naples, to protect the exe- 
cution of those determinations which his Sicilian 
majesty has announced to his people to have been 
adopted by the said sovereigns for the peace and 
tranquility of Italy and of all Europe, is desirous 
that his well beloved subjects should be assured 


respecting the object of this military expedition, | 


and at the same time informed of what, in the ex- 
isting circumstances, he expects from their unal- 
terable fidelity, and filial attachment to his sacred 
person. 

The holy father takes a pleasure in flattering 
himself that the Neapolitan nation, united with its 
king, will be anxious to preserve to itself and to 
Europe the inestimable benefits of that peace which 
avas buta few days ago regained by so many sacri- 
fices, and at the expense of so much blood. His 
holiness offers his most fervid prayers that heaven 
may, in itsmercy, keep forever far from us the 
scourge of war. But if, by the inscrutable decrees 
of divine wisdom, the people of Italy are to be 
again afflicted by that dreadful evil, the holy father, 
in his quality of head of the church, and as a seve- 
reign essentially pacific, will not cease to maintain, 
as he has hitherto maintamed,a perfect neutrality 
towards all nations. But at the same time his ho- 
diness feels too strongly the force of his paternal 
solicitude for the welfare of the people whom Di- 
vine Providence has intrusted to his temporal 
government, to neglect, under such important cir- 
cumstances, to protect and secure their interests. 

If the geographical position of the pontifical 
states render it indispensable that foreign troops 
should pass through them, he knows not how he 
can oppose them. But his holiness will not fail 


to require that, during the unavoidable passage of 


any foreign troops, his neutrality, as recognised 
by all the powers, shall be religiously respected; 
that not the slightest obstacle shall be opposed to 


the ecclesiastical, civil, and military autherities of 


the papal states in the exercise of their respective 
powers; that the persons and property of his faith- 
ful subjects, and of all the foreigners who enjoy 


inviolably respected; and that, though the passage 
of the troops through many cities and parts of his 
territories cannot be prevented, that the capital of 
the catholic world, through which there can be ne 
necessity for the foreign troops passing, shall be 
entirely excepted. A different manner of acting 
on the part of the foreign troops, will entitle the 
holy father to consider them no longer as friends, 
and to oppose, with allthe means in his power, 
their passage through his states, and to have re- 
course to the protection of the high powers. 
Guided by these principles, the holy father has 
already caused strict orders to be given to the 
civil and military authorities of his states, to the 
effect that the foreign regular troops, on entering 
and passing through the pontifical dominions, shall 
be regarded as friends, and not opposed in the 
passage, but that any of the evil disposed class who 
may dare to violate the pontifical territory shall be 
vigorously resisted; and for this purpose his holi- 
ness also ordered the fortresses of his dominions 
to be put in a state of defence. 

His holiness our lord, in making known to his 
faithful subjects in the usual manner, and in,order 
to give them perfect confidence, the object af the 
present military expedition, his sentiments as ex- 
pressed above, and the measures adopted for se- 
curing tranquility in his state, has at the same time 


} thought ht to manifest his sovereign will, that they 


shall show towards the foreign troops all those at- 
tentions which they owe to the troops of friendly 
powers, and that no one shall take upon himself 
to injure them by word or deed. 

The fidelity and the attachment constantly and 
most strikingly manifested to his holiness, our lord, 
by his people, afford to his holiness the surest gua- 
rantec that they willin the present circumstances, 
contribute, by the prudence of their conduct,’ to 
the maintenance of that tranquility which, with 
so much satisfaction to his paternal heart, and so 
much honor to the- people of his states, has hitherto 
been preserved under the sacred egis of the laws 
and the vigilance of the government. But if any 
turbulent spirit shall wickedly dare, during the 
present circumstances, to seek opportunities for 
plotting mischief, or expect to be able, even for a 
short while, to disturb the public tranquility, be 
it known to them that the most circumspect vigi- 
lance will watch their proceedings, and that their 
crimes will be punished by all the rigor of the laws. 

H. CARDINAL GONSALVI. 
Given at the Quirinal, Feb, 7, 1821. 





Address from general Frimont to his army. 

The army, the supreme command of which has 
been trusted to me by his majesty the emperor [of 
Austria], passes over the confines of the country, 
with intentions of peace. The events which have 
disturbed the tranquility of Italy are the only mo- 
tives for our march. We do not, as in the year 
1815, advance against a rash enemy; every inhabi- 
tant of the kingdom of. Naples, that is faithful and 
well intentioned will be our friend. ‘The duty of 
the officers and soldiers will now be to observe the 
' strictest order, and mine to obtain it by every means 
in my power Whether the army shall pass through 
the peaceful states of Italy, or shall place their 
feet on the Neapolitan territory, my constant cure 
shall be directed that they may constantly preserve 
the same discipline and love of order, which they 
acquired between the years 1815 and 1817, in the 
same countries they are now about to enter. 

“None but the enemies of the tranquility of their 





the hospitality of his pacific dominions, shall be 


fellow-citizens—none but rebels to the sentiments 
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of their king, can be opposed to us. Should they |system; and, to give it effect, the cortes will de. 


a 


even succeed in inducing resistance to us by others, | pend on my cordial assent, as I shall be sure of their 


they will still fail to withdraw us from the salutary 


plan which has been presented to us. The conse- 
quences of their enterprise will fall on their heads 


alone, and not on those of peaceful citizens. If it 
is glorious for the soldier to fulfil his duties on the 
field of battle, it is not less so for him to secure the 
general tranquility against the attacks of evil dis- 
posed men. Our emperor relies upon us, and we 
shall justify on this occasion, also, his confidence, 
and the reputation of our army, without recurring 
to the sentiments with which we are animated to 
the fulfilment of our duty. 
«GIOVANNI BARON DE FRIMONT, 
General of cavalry. 
“Head quarters, Padua, Feb. 4, 1821.” . 
SPEECH OF THE KING OF SPAIN. 

The second session of the Spanish cortes com- 
menced on the Ist of March, and was opened by 
the king in the following speech: 

Gentlemen deputies— 

Surrounded, for the second time, by the worthy 

representatives of this heroic nation, which has 
given such strong proofs of the love and affection 
which it bears to my royal person, I cannot do less 
than, in compliance with the feelings of my heart, 
give thanks to Almighty God; who, in having re- 
stored to me, by the valor and constancy of my 
faithful subjects, the throne of my ancestors, has 
vouchsafed to strengthen it, by giving for its foun- 
dation, a constitution sanctioned by the extraordi- 
nary cortes; which, in compliance with the voice 
of-the nation, I have sworn to maintain. The wel- 
fare- and happiness of the people which Divine 
Providence has committed to my care, and which, 
asa Sacred duty, have always been the object of 
my most ardent wishes, led me to the adoption of 
a svstem of government as anxiously desired by the 
nation, and as imperiously required by the pro- 
gress of the age. The result has corresponded 
with my wishes, and I have seen, with inexpressi- 
ble pleasure, Spanish loyalty firmly reunited to the 
throne of its king, manifesting itself in all parties, 
and evincing, by unequivocal proofs, its decided at- 
tachment to the new system of government, which 
will constitute its future prosperity and grandeur, 
and which will add dignity and splendor to my 
crown. The properand judicious measures which 
the former legislature adopted to give life and ener- | 
gy to a nation, almost destroyed in consequence of | 
the sacrifices she had to make to relieve the people 
of the heavy taxes under which they labored, to as 
store the public credit, to promote industry in all 
its different branches: all this, joined to the admi- 
table moderation, pacific spirit and unanimity which 
have charactezized its proceedings, by the proofs of 
respect and love evinced to my person by such wor- 
thy representatives, have filled my heart with joy: 
¥t will require time to heal the wounds of the nation, 
the general disorder and confusion which war oc- 
casions, with its consequent disasters, the ruin of 
much and immense capitals, the confusion produc- 
ed by the different habits and customs of the pro- 
vinces, joined to the necessity of anticipating, with- 
out delay, the expenses and urgencies of the state, 
have not permitted, as yet, to establish what I 
would have wished, an uniform system of revenue, 
ané one contormable to the new principles lately es- 
tablished. : ; 

I hope the cortes, in its present session, will be- 
stow its serious attention on so important an object. 


faithful assistance. The secretary of the treasury 
will, in a proper time, present an estimate of the 
expenses necessary for the approaching year; and 
those of war and the marine, will propose the ne. 
cessity of recruiting the ranks of the army, accord. 
ing to the existing state of things. In the mean 
time, I have the consolation to make known for the 
consideration of the cortes, the general activity 
which begins to evince itself in all the provinces of 
the kingdom, and which presents to us the pro. 
gressive improvements which are making in agri- 
culture, the arts and commerce. Our foreign cre. 
dit is recovering—and the powerful means whicha 
nation, governed by a constitutional king and re. 
presentative system of government, can call to her 
aid, will soon restore our internal credit. 

If the actual state of America has not varied in its 
relation to us, war, at least for the present, has sus. 
pended its desolating ravages on the Costa firma, 
and the effect which the late remarkable events on 
the Peninsula ought to have on those regions, lead 
us to hope they may be again restored to the mo- 
ther couutry, and form an integral part of the same 
empire. I cannot conceal from you that, notwith- 
standing the satisfaction which the salutary change 
in the government ought to produce, and with the 
general consent and adherence of the whole nation, 
and its determination to supportit, the attempts of 
some malcontents, who, at all times, entertain chi- 
merical and criminal hopes, have not failed to alarm, 
momentarily, some of the provinces of the capital, 
which has filled my heart with the most profound 
affliction. I trust and hope the cortes, in the dis- 


~ 





charge of their important duties, will see the neces- 
sity of taking immediate measures to repress the 
audacity of those, who are excited rather than sa- 
tisfied with the moderation of the present system, 
which they wish to disturb anew, by giving to the 
governors the forces so requisite for the preserva- 
tion of the general tranquility—without this pre- 
caution, it is impossible to remedy the evils under 
which the nation has so long groaned, 

With regard to our diplomatic relations with 
other powers, no alteration has taken place since 
the last session of the cortes, having happily main- 
tained with them our friendly intercourse. The 
ratification which, in virtue of the authorirty of the 
cortes, [ have thoughtit necessary to give to the trea- 
ty for the cession of the Floridas, and for the settle- 
ment of the limits with the U. States, must have ar- 
rived sometime since at the seat of that govenment, 
although no advices have yet been received to that 
effect. ‘Fhe fears which might have been enter- 
tained, with some foundation, in regard to the hostile 
views of the regency of Algiers to our commerce, 
have been allayed by the active vigilance of the 
national marine, and of that of his majesty, the king 
of the low country. The resolution adopted in the 
congress of Troppau, and subsequently in that of 
Laybach, by the sovereigns of Austria, Prussia and 
Russia, to interfere in the change of the government 
of the two Sicilies, has excited all my solicitude, as 
well in consideration of the ties of consanguinity, 
and my great attachment to that royal family, as al- 
so, the great interest which I take in the happiness 
of that people, and in the independence of those 
states, whose rights, according to the laws of na- 
tions, should be religously respected—I have there- 
fore thought it indispensable to the dignity of my 
throne and of the great people whom it is my glory 
to govern, to cause to be made known, that I will 





Time is required to bring to perfection this desired 
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tive principles of the law of nations, on which are | 
founded the prosperity, independence and liberty 
of the people; principles which Spain, on her part, 
will always inviolably observe with regard to other 
nations, : 

| have the satisfaction to communicate to the cor- 
tes that the allied sovereigns, in their communica- 
tions up to this period, disclaim all intentions of in- 
terfering in the present government of Spain. These 
are the objects to which I wish to call the attention | 
of the cortes, in order that the constitutional system 
of government be consolidated, and thereby acce- 
lerate the prospects and welfare of the nation. I 
have, thus far, laid before the cortes the actual po- 
litical situation of the nation, in all its interior and 
exterior relations, with a precision which the 
solemn responsibility of my station imposes on me, 
and the information which I possess has enabied 
me todo. I have purposely omitted to speak, until 
the last, of my person, because [did not wish it to 
be supposed that I preferedimy individual safety to 
the happiness and welfare of my nation, which Di-; 
vine Providence has committed to my care; never- 
theless it is necessary I should make known, altho’ 
i do it with grief, to this wise congress, that the 


views of some evil-disposed persons, whose object | q 


is to mislead the unwary, persuading them that my 
heart harbours dispositions inimical to the system 
which now governs us, with no other view than to 
inspire a distrust of my pure intentions. 

I have sworn to the constitution, and have always 


caused it to be observed to the extent of my pow- | 


ers. Well would it have been, if all had done the 
same! Public insults have been offered to my dig- 
nity, contrary to the order and respect which is 
due to the constitutional king. Ido not fear for 
my own existence, or my personal safety~—-God, 
who sees my heart, will watch and protect both. 
But I ought not to withhold, at this time, from the 
congress, as the principal guardian of the preserva- 
tion and inviolability which the sacred charter se- 
cures to the constitutional king—that such insults 
would net have occurred a second time, if the exe- 


cutive power could have been invested with all the | p 


vigor and energy which the constitution guaren- 
tees, and the cortes desires. The little interest and 
activity of many of the authorities have caused such 
great excesses to be renewed—and if they are re- 
peated, it will not be surprising if the Spanish na- 
tion finds itself surrounded by immeasurable evils 
and misfortunes. I cherish the hope it will not be 
so, if the cortes intimately unites itself to its con- 
stitutional king—will strive to remedy the abuses 
—to re-unite the public opinion, and counteract 
the machinations of the malevolent, whose aim is 
anarchy and destruction. 

Let us then unite legislative and executive pow- 


ers—and I now publicly declare, in the. face of 


the nation, that itis my wish to effect the consoli- 


dation of a system, which is calculated to procure 


happiness and tranquility fo my people. 
FERNANDO. 


PORTUGUESE CONSTITUTION. 
CORTES—ELEVENTH SETTING. 


Lisbon, Feb. 8. The committee for drawing up 
the basis of the constitution, requested permission 
by Mr. Moura, to have it read. The following is 


the substance of it:— 
section 1, 
Of theindividual rights of the citizen. 


Article 1, The constitution ought to secure to 
every citizen his liberty, personal security, and right 


termines, but the 
cause of the arrest. 


2, Liberty consists of doing what the law does not 


prohibit. 


3. Property is the sacred and inviolable right 


which every citizen possesses to dispose of his pro- 
perty. 


4. The liberty of the citizen consists in the se. 


curity which the government ought to give him. 


5. No one ought to be arrested except on a re. 


gular accusation. (se nao por causa foxmada. ) 


6, Those cases are excepted which the law de- 
judge is to give in writing the 


7. Without this requisite condition the arrest 
shall not be considered as legal. 

8. Every citizen shall have the liberty to declare 
his opinion, either in writing or in discourse, so far 
as he does not infringe the laws of the state. 

9. The liberty of the press shall be established 
by the constitution, authors being responsible, and 
a cortes shall name a competent tribunal to judge 
them. 

10. As tothe use which may be made of reli- 
gious matters, the bishop shall have the censorship 
of writings on religious dogmas and morality, and 
the government the means to punish the delin- 
uents. 

11. The law is equal for all; therefore there must 
be no exclusive privileges. 

12, There can be no punishment without 2 
crime; confiscation and effusion of blood must be 
abolished. 
13. All citizens are to be admissible to offices 
without any distinction, except of their talents and 
virtues. 

SECTION 2. 
Of the Portuguese nation, its union and dynasty. 
Art. 1. The Portuguese nation is composed of all 
the individual Portuguese. | 
2. Itisfree, and cannot be the patrimony of any 
one. 
3. The fundamental laws can be given only by the 
nation itself and its representatives. ° 

4. The law is the general will declared by its re-. 
resentatives. 

5. Only the representatives united in the assem- 
bly can make the constitution by the unanimity of 
votes. 

6. The legislative power resides in the cortes, 
depending on the sanction of the king, who shall 
never have an absolute vote. 
7. The king shall not be present except at the 
opening of the cortes. 
8. The initiative of the laws belongs to the re- 
presentatives alone. 
9. In the constitution should be the division of 
the three powers; the legislative resides in the 
cortes, and in the king to sanction laws as has been 
declared; the executive in the ministers; and the 
Judicial in the judges;—these powers being classed 
in such a manner that neither can arrogate to itself 
the attributes of the other. 

10. The person of the king is inviolable, the 
ministers are responsible, and particularly in every 
thing that relates to individual property and liberty, 

11. There shall be a council of state as the con- 
stitution determines. This council shall present 
tohis majesty lists for public employments, and shal? 
have ailthe attributes which the constitution shal] 
determine. 

12. The deputies are inviolable, and no one can 
be responsible for his opinions. 

13. The assembly of the cortes shall meet once 
every year, and the elections shall be made in the 





of property, 


| 


manner specified by the constitution, and they 
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shall meet on the day appointed in the capital of 
the. kingdom, and the session shall continue three 
months every year. This term shall not be pro- 
longed unless the assembly judge it necessary. 
The king can neither prolong them or dissolve 
them. 

14. ‘The cortes may change and vary the consti- 
tution, but in that which is now to be fixed nothing 
can be changed except after a lapse of four years 
from the date of its promulgation. 


15. A permanent junta of four members of the 
cortes shall reside in the capital; that in extraordi- 
nary cases which may occur, extraordinary cortes 
may be convoked. 

16. To the cortes it appertains to nominate the 
regency of the kingdom, to approve treaties of al- 
liance and commerce, to allow the admission of 
foreign troops, and all the other attributes which 
the constitution shall determine. 

17. The imposition of taxes (tribu/os) shall be de- 
termined by law of the cortes, and they shall be 
proportioned to the ability of the contributors. 

18. There shall be a naval and a military force 
according te the population of the kingdom. 

19. The soldier is a citizen, and as such ought to 


‘participate in all civil rights. 


20. The constitution recognizes the public debt, 
and such means as shall be judged proper shall be 
adopted for its discharge. 


21. The cortes shall make and vote public estab- 
lishments for foundlings, invalids, and mendicants, 
and shall take the measures requisite for affording 
a good education common to ail citizens. 


Some observations arose on no mention being 
made of religion and the right of succession, And 
the members of the committee explained that this 
arosé from the hurry of copying, whence some arti- 
cles have been omitted, among which were these, 
that the religidén of the state was the catholic apos- 
tolic Roman, and the dynasty that of the most se. 
rene house of Braganza, which would be exactly 
seen when the basis were printed. It was resolved 
to thank the committee for their zeal and promp- 
titude, and that the basis should be printed. 


M. Francisco Soares Franco has presented to the 
cortes a mem orial, and the project of a decree. In 
his memorial, he asserts, at length, the right of the 
Portuguese to revise and change their fundamen- 
tal laws—a right which is inherent in all nations, 
‘which the Portuguese themselves exercised in the 
twelfth century, or the assembly of the cortes in 
the city of Lamego, and has been justified by the 
example of England, and, in later times, of France 
and Spain. Public opinion, he observes, has de- 
clared itself in so solemn and general a manner, 
that there can be no doubt in this respect, &c. 


Project of a decree. 

The general and extraordinary cortes of the Por- 
tuguese nation, considering the memorable and 
glorious events of the 24th August and 15th of Sep- 
tember, which put the nation in possession of the 
sacred rights of its representatives, decree:— 


1. That those events were necessary for the sal- 
vation of the kingdom, and consequently just and 
loyal. 

2. That the illustrious men who commenced and 
executed them have deserved well oftheir country. 


$. That as soon as the first foundations of the 
constitutional edifice are laid, a committee shall be 
appointed to report on the means of recompensing 
their eminent services. 








Foreign Articles. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, 

Summary. It is understood that the king will 
shortly pay a visit to his kingdom of Ireland. An 
Indian juggler has lately left England for Madras 
and his native country, with a fortune of /.10,000 
sterling. On the 6th of Feb. the bills of the bank 
of England in circulation amounted to /.22,563,680, 
two millions and half less than in July, 1820. One 
of the pit boxes in the Drury Lane theatre has sold 
for 1070 guineas; it was offered for 500 at the com. 
mencement of the season, and its rise of price is 
chiefly attributed to the powers of Miss Wilson. A 
Mr. Pennyfather is a baron of the Irish exchequer, 
Brutal boxing matches attract the attention of the 
fashionable ladies and gentlemen. ‘The duty on win. 
dows in England, for the enjoyment of the light 
of heaven, amounted to /.2,366,139 12s. 114d. for 
the year ending Jan. 5. 1820. Oak is coming into 
vogue again for furniture; and a set of oak tables 
was sold for /.600. A pedestrian has completed 540 
miles in 10 successive days walking, It is an offence 
against the law for a man to use his own wheat, 
barley, &c. as a substitute for coffee; and a person, 
it was thought, would be prosecuted at Bath for 
selling “Spa water,” considered as a substitute for 
beer!!! Twelve acres of wheat, in stack, has been 
sold under a distraint for rent, for 1.14 3s. A cer- 
tain lord, whose rents in Essex amount to /.20,000, 
per annum, lately received /.2,500 as the half-year’s 
product, with an assurance from his steward, that a 
greater amount could not be collected unless re- 
course was had to seizure. The convict hulks con- 
tain 2,555 prisoners, and 2758 were transported to 
New Soutli Wales during the last year; the colony 
is reported to be in a very prosperous state, and 
the newly explored country is said to be very fine. 

tis stated that permission will be granted to im- 
port Jrish whiskey into England! It is discovered 
that a powder, or flour, made out of bones picked 
up in the streets of London, forms a part of what 
is sold out for bread! There appears to be great 
difficulty about adopting a plan to prevent the for- 
gery of bank notes—it seemsasif the bank was not 
quite willing to owe its safety to Americans, and 
Perkins and his colleagues, it is said, have instant- 
ly copied every thing exhibited by the British ar- 
tists. The queen’s annuity bill has passed both 
houses of parliament, without any direction as te 
the restoration of her name to the liturgy. The 
coronation is said to be fixed for the 18th of June. 
The birth day of Wasurtneron was celebrated in 
London by a large party of American gentlemen. 
It is stated that lord Stewart had taken no part in 
the deliberations at Laybach respecting Naples. 
Many packages of goods, intended to be shipped 
at Liverpool for the United States, have been found 
to be despoiled of their contents during the trans- 
port from the interior. 3S per cent. cons. Feb. 28, 
73. Cotton, at Liverpool, Ist of March, uplands, 
7} to 10d. American flour on bond, for exportation, 
228. 

Cost of the poor. Whe expenses of the establish- 
ments for the support of paupers, in Great Britain, 
amounted, in the year 1820, to the enormous sum 
of 44,000,000 dollars. 

FRANCE, . 

There is a report that the French troops evince 
the most anxious desire to take a part with the 
people of Naplesagainst Austria and the Aoly allies. 
These expressions of their will are viewed with 
great alarm, and have occasioned much excitement 
in the chamber of deputies, in which also the Jate 
debates were very “stormy.” 
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Though it may seem very extraordinary, yet it 
appears to be true, that the Spanish minister at Pa- 
ris has demanded an explanation of the French go- 
yernment of the part which it means to take in the 
affairs of Naples—saying also, that if that explana- 
tion is not given, a Spanish army will advance to 
the Pyrenees! A private letter says, if a few regi- 
ments should cross the frontiers with the tri-colored 
flag, the south of France would instantly join it. 
There is a report that France is to supply the li- 
bertycides with 100 millions of francs as her part) 
in the crusade against freedom.’ 

A belief gains ground that the late pretended 
attempts to blow up certain of the royal family, 
were political manauvres of the ministry to cause 
an excitement in their favor. The police of Paris 
is horrible. No man, even in the most secret re- 
cesses of his family, is sure that there is not an in- 
former at his elbow, in the person of some favorite 
attendant or apparent friend! 

SPAIN. 

A London paper says—*It is guite certain that the 
minister of Spain at Paris has presented to the 
court of the Thuilleries very energetic notes on the 
part of his government relative to the affairs of Na- 
ples. The government of Spain loudly complains 
that France appears to favor the designs of Austria 
on Naples, because, in appearing to act in this man- 
ner, France attacks the cause of Spain, which has 
the same constitution as the kingdom of the Sici- 
jies. These notes are written, it is said, in a very 
menacing tone, and the French cabinet have only 
made evasive answers.” 

TWO SICILIES. 

It is reported that deputies were to be sent from 
Sicily to Laybach, to represent to king Ferdinand 
that the people were ready to take up arms in his 
behalf against Naples, provided he would restore! 
the constitution of 1812, 

The prince regent has left Naples to jointhe ap 
my, and published a preciamation, stating that war 
was declared. It is intimated as the intention of 
the Neapolitans, to advance onthe papal states and 
occupy Rome, before the Austrians could reach 
that city. The preposterous terms offered by the 
congress at Laybach had roused the people almost 
to madness. “Every man is ready to die for his 
country.” 

An English paper happily ridicules the proposi- 
tion of the allies, that Naples should “adopt the 
British constitution,” with some modifications, by 
saying that that constitution “has never been re- 
duced to writing at home, as we have heard, and 
we think that it would puzzle an Englishman, much 
morea Russian or Austrian, to put it down in dlack 
and white’? 





ITALY —GENERALLY. 
_ The papal government has reinforced the troops 
in the castle of St. Angelo, and seems to fear the 
immediate occupation of Rome by the Neapolitan 
army. 
One of the hordes of ruffians who infest the 
mountains between Rome and Naples, has made an 
attack on Teracina, and surprised the college in 
that city. The superior was slain, and 15 boys 
were carried off by the banditti, who, from their 
fastnesses, have sent to demand about 9,000/. ster- 
iny for their release. 
RUSSIA. 


piece. Thirty-six similar columns will. adorn the 


edifice. The whole building willbe colossal. Un- 
der the pediment, which will be of marble slabs, 
there are to be 32 stoves to warm the church itt 
the winter; being distributed, by means of pipes, 
under the pavement. Each of the above named 
pillars weighs, in its present state, 13,000 poods, 
(calculating 36 Jbs.. English per pood,) 468,000 Ibs. 
They are polished by the aid of a steam engine, 

TURKEY. 
Ali, pacha of Janina, not only holds out, but from 
the risings of the people in his favor, it seems pro- 
bable that he will annihilate the Turkish army be-._ 
sieging him. The whole neighboring country is in 
rebellion against the porte. 

CHINA 
The Chinese succession has not been publicly 
declared to the Chinese, but the senior son alive, 
that is, in the Chinese manner of descrbing him, 
“No. 2” [the eldest, or No. 1, haying died] is de- 
clared and known at the factory. The late empe- 
ror was in his 65th year. 
EAST INDIES. 

Siam has been desolated by the cholera morbus— 
40,000 had died of the disease in the city of Ban. 
cok only! and the populace are said to have open- 
ed their houses that the vultures might perform 
the offices of interment! The king held a council 
with the priests and other wise men on the subject 
--they attributed the disease to the presence of an 
evil spirit in the form of a fish that had fately vi- 
sited them, and advised that it should be driven 
away by making a great noise. Accordingly, an 
innumerable multitude assembled with guns, gongs, 
crackers, &c. &c. and made a tremendous uproar, 
and thousands dived into the river to disturb the 
fish! But next day, 7,000 dead bodies were found 
on the beach, in the water, or in the ¢icinity of the 
river! 

MEXICO. 
The official return of the gold and silver. coined 
at the royal mint in Mexico, in 1820, is published 
in the Havana papers, from which the amount ap- 
pears to be $10,407,154. 

CUBA. 

In consequence of the opposition to the new 
tariff, its operation has been postponed 90 days. 
PostscrirtT——summary. From London papers 
to the 3d of March, received at Baltimore. 

Great Britain. The queen has agreed to accept 
the proffered annuity;of 50,000/, though her name 
may not be inserted in the liturgy. The affairs of 
Naples excite much feeling in England--in the 
house of lords, the marquis of Lansdowne propos- 
ed that the British government should pledge it- 
self to defend that country against its cruel ene- 
mies——but there was a great majority against such 
a proceeding. 

France. A letter from Paris says--“It appears 
that the cabinet of the Thuilleries disavows the 
conduct of M. De Blacas at Laybach, and that it 
protests against every thing which has been signed 
by that ambassador in the name of the French go. 
vernment.” 

Spain. All was quiet, except that the indigna- 
tion of the people of Madrid against the body 
guards, on account of recent events, continued; 
and it was thought that they would be sent to fo- 





Four of the columns which are to be used in 


reign service. 


| Portugal. Wehave a sketch of the new consti- 


the construction of Isaac’s church have lately been| tution of P ortugal, inserted above. Itisvery liberal. 
brought to Petersburg, by water carriage, from| It is to secure every cilizen in his liberty, personal 


Finland. They are of vast size; the shaft of each 


being 8 fathorts in height, consisting of a single! simi the laws do not prohibit. 


safety, and right of property—J/iberiy is to do al 
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Naples. It appears that the Neapolitan army 
was marching upon Rome, to anticipate the Aus. 
trians, and it is said that they will meet with a 
welcome reception from the people. The invad.- 
ing army, under Frimont, is 50,000 strong, and ad. 
vancing. On the commencement of hostilities, the 
Neapolitan government is to be transferred to 
€onza, at the entrance of the Calabria Citeriore. 
An extraordinary levy, or conscription, is making in 
the Italian states belonging to Austria. An expla- 
nation of the intentions of the British government 
has been demanded of their minister at Naples, and 
he has said that his sovereign was not a party to 
the hostile designs of the congress at Laybach. 
Tnsurance of the flags of Naples and Austria had 
risen to 8 per cent. at Genoa. A private letter 
states that the conduct of the king at Laybach had 
so disgusted the people of Naples, that they set 
fire to a 74 gun ship merely because it bore the 
name of “Ferdinand!” A Vienna article of Feb. 
15, says that the Austrian army would arrive at 
Rome on the 18th of that month. 

We have a long account of the proceedings in 
the Neapolitan parliament. 
determined spirit to support the constitution and 
defend their country, in which the prince heartily 
oins. 
. We learn from respectable authority, that the 
king of Sardinia, like his Sicilian majesty, received 





a@ summons to appear before the high court of des- 


potism, assembled at Laybach, Victor Emanual, 
however, knew how to answer as became a king. 
He replied to the summons, that it was inconsistent 
with his various duties to be absent from home; 
and with his dignity asan independent sovereign 
to attend the commands of any foreign princes. 
co Se [London paper. 
Srconxp postscript. <A vessel arrived at Norfolk 
just as the papers of that place (received here yes- 
terday by the steam boat) were going to press, 


bringing a Lendon paper, the “Evening Star,” of 


the 9th of March--trom which the following ex- 
tracts only are given: 

“We are still without any intelligence of the en- 
trance of the Austrian army into the Neapolitan 


territory. The delay is doubtless to be attributed 


to the necessity felt by the general in chief, of con- 
centrating his forces previous to the attack, in or- 
der that he may rush upon his intended victim with 
the more overwhelming effect. But the very per- 
ception of this necessity, proves that the Austrians 
calculate on a much more vigorous resistance than 
they had previously contemplated, and that they do 
not think it prudent to commence the campaign 
without adopting every precautionary measure 
which ski!l and experience can dictate. The feel- 


ing that they are respected, if not feared, by their 
enemies, must tend to increase the confidence of 


the Neapolitans, while every hour of delay adds 
to their means of resistance, and contributes to ex- 
haust the resources of their antagonists.”” 

Price of stocks, March 9.—3 per cent. cons. 72 
5-8 7-8 3-4; 5 per cent. navy 1065-8 1-2 3-4; impe- 
rial 3 per cent. 72 1-4; exchequer bills 5s. 3s. pre.; 
consols for acct. 73 1.8 3-8 1-4. 








CHRONICLE. 
Robert MW. Goodwin, whose case has excited much 
attention, charged with the murder of James 


Stoughton, in the city of New York, has been ac- 


quitted. The case will be reported at length by 
ELIT CDE IE 





They manifest a most 
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William Sampson, esq. and much interest thosé 
who are concerned in such cases at law. 

Mr, Kean, the far-famed English tragedian, has 
been performing in Baltimore during the present 
week, and his performances have been well receiy. 
ed by full houses—-though there has not been any 
great excitement on his account. 

Mr. Forsyth has partaken of a public dinner a¢ 
Augusta, Geo. on his return home from Madrid-- 
and, among others, the following singular toasts 
were drank: 

The firm union of the south_.We have too many 
enemies abroad to quarrel at home. 

Dewit Clinton’s grand canal—It does not lead to 
the Potomac. 

Mr. Randolph has not been re-elected to con. 
gress without opposition, as heretofore stated. In 
the county of Buckingham, Mr. Austin, formerly 
a member from that district, received 260 votes 
and Mr. Randolph 290. 

Died, in Granville county, N. C. capt. John Peace, 

in the 78th year of his age—a distinguished whig 
in the revolution. 
, at Cooper’s Town, N. Y. Mrs. Jane Kaple, 
aged one hundred and two years. She, with the 
rest of her family, emigrated to this country and 
landed at Boston in 1729. 

The mail. Another attempt was made to rob the 
mail on its passage from Fredericksburg to Alex- 
andria, at about 2 o’clock on the morning of the 
Z2ist inst. by three or four persons. The driver 
suddenly turned his horses and carriage round, and 
returned, just as they were about to seize the reins 
—a pistol presented at him missed fire. Four 
men were taken up and confined in the jail at 
Washington city on suspicion, but on a second exa- 
mination dismissed, having proved their innocence. 

Union Canal stock. Sales were made at Phila- 
delphia, on Tuesday last, at 324 for 20 paid. The 
shares of this stock allotted to Harrisburg, Leban- 
on and Reading, amounting to 270, were all sub- 
scribed for at the respective places. 

Paupers. By a report of the directors of the 
poor of Chester county, Pa. it appears that they 
support, on an average, about 220 paupers in the 
house, and 100 out of the house; and that the 
charge for their support, is “a little over 25 dollars 
for each pauper per year: including every expense 
of the institution.” [Chester county, according 
to the census just taken, contains 44,452 persons, 
so that about one person in 130 is a pauper. ] 

Diamond.—An extraordinary large diamond be- 
longing to the hon. Fast India company, has beer 
recently received from Inslia; it is denominated 
the Wassuck diamond, and wastaken with the bag- 
gage from the Peishwa of the Magrartras. It 
weighs 358 grains, or 89 1-2 carets. Itsshape is 
triangular; It is of the finest water, and the largest 
diamond that has appeared in Europe, except the 
Pitt diamond, and one belonging to the emperor 
of Russia. { London paper. 

Massachusetts. Gideon Barstow, esq. has been 
elected to congress from Essex, south district—fot 
Mr. B. 1345; for Timothy Pickering, esq. 1117; scat- 
tering 32. 

Connecticut. Oliver Wolcott, esq. has been re- 
elected governor without much opposition. 

Rhode Island. Gen. William C. Gibbs has beer 
elected governor of this state, (in the place of Mr- 
Knight, chosen a senator of the United States), by 
a majority of about 1,000 votes over Samuel W- 
Brigham, esq. 
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